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Buffer Tool 

The purpose of this tutorial is to demonstrate the functionality of the Buffer tool. This tool 

allows you to create a buffer zone around your drawing if it is a point, line, or polyline. It will 

determine which features from your selected layers are within the buffer zone.  

1. First, activate all layers that you wish to use the tool for. 

2. Open the Draw & Buffer tool from the GIS Tools drop-down list in the upper right 

corner. 

 
3. Before you can create a buffer zone, you first need to draw on the map. Select either 

point, line, or polyline, and then draw on the map. 

 
 

 
4. After you draw on the map, right click on your drawing and select Buffer Project. 
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5. The Buffer Selection window will open. Choose which layers (up to 5) to perform query 

within the buffer zone. 

 
6. Select the distance for your buffer zone. 
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7. When you’re ready to create the buffer zone, click on Select Layer(s)! 

 
8. The buffer zone will appear as a gray shaded polygon around the line you drew. The 

yellow dots represent all the features within the buffer zone. Notice that some of the 

dots are outside of the buffer zone. This is because the dot is centered on a polygon that 

is intersected by the buffer zone, but not completely within it. 
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9. The attribute table will open after you create the buffer zone.  

 
 

Tabs for the features in the buffer zone for each layer are created with the original layer 

name appended by “_Buffer”. 

 

 
 

In the lower left corner, you can see the number of features in each layer that were 

captured by the buffer zone. 
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10. You can select features in the attribute table by clicking the space next to the row. 

When you select a feature in the attribute table, it is highlighted on the map.  

 
 

 
 

11. Clear selections by clicking the Clear Selection button.  

 
12. You can export the tabular data to a CSV file by clicking the Options drop-down list and 

then selecting Export all to CSV. 
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13. You can also select features on the map by clicking on them, which will open the popup 

side panel. 

 


